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UNIT II: CHAPTER 5: RESOURCES (INDIA) 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Which of the following is a human-made resource? 

Answer: (c) Machines 

2. What is land used for grazing cattle and livestock known as? 

  Answer: (b) Pasture 

3. The organic part of the soil formed by decomposition of dead animals and plant    

     matter is called: 

Answer: (b) Humus 

4. Water becomes a renewable and rechargeable resource due to which of the following    

    reasons:  

Answer: (b) Hydrological cycle 

5. On which of the following rivers is the Hirakud dam constructed? 

Answer: (c) Mahanadi 

6. Which of the following rocks consists of a single mineral? 

Answer: (c) Limestone 

7. An example of ferrous mineral would be: 

Answer: (c) lron 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is a resource? 

 All elements of the environment necessary or useful for survival on earth are  

    considered as resources, 

2. Give one example each of biotic and abiotic resources. 

One example of biotic resources is forest. One example of abiotic resources is rock. 

3. Define soil. 

The uppermost layer of the earth’s crust in which plants grow is called soil. 

4. What is soil erosion? 

Removal of topsoil by running water and wind is known as soil erosion. 

5. What is soil conservation? 

The prevention of loss of soil due to erosion or other reasons is called soil   

    conservation. 

6. What type of resource is water? 

Water is a renewable resource. 

7. What is a spillway or weir? 

A spillway or weir is a structure constructed to provide controlled release of water  

    from a dam. 

8. What are multipurpose Projects? 

The projects such as dams, canals etc. which are used to make judicious use of  

    water for various purposes are referred as multipurpose projects. 



9. Define the term ‘mineral’. 

A mineral is a naturally occurring solid having a crystal structure and a definite  

    chemical composition. 

10. What are metallic minerals? 

Metallic minerals are homogenous ore of one kind of metal such as iron, copper and gold. 

These usually originate from igneous rocks. They have a shine of their own. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What are renewable resources? 

Renewable resources are those resources which can be renewed or reproduced. This 

renewal or reproduction takes place through physical, chemical or mechanical processes, e.g., 

solar and wind energy, water and forests. 

 

2. What are potential resources? 

These are resources found in a region but not utilised. E.g., Rajasthan and Gujarat have 

great wind and solar energy potential but it has not been developed properly. 

 

3. Briefly explain the classification of resources on the basis of ownership. 

Individual 

Resources 

Community Owned 

Resources 

National Resources International 

Resources 

These are owned 

privately by 

individuals, e.g., 

land owned by 

farmers. 

These are for the 

benefit of the entire 

community, e.g., 

public parks, 

playground. 

All resources belong 

to the nation. All 

minerals, forests, 

wildlife, water, etc. 

are owned by the 

nation. 

Some resources are 

owned by international 

institutions. E.g., No 

individual country can 

utilize oceanic 

resources beyond 200 

km of Exclusive 

economic zone, as it 

belongs to open ocean, 

without the permission 

of international 

institutions. 

 

 

4. Why is land a very important resource? 

Land is a very important resource as land all over the world supports natural vegetation, 

wildlife, human life, economic activities, communication and transport system. Hence, land is of 

great significance for all nations. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Briefly explain the causes of soil erosion. 

Soil erosion is caused by both physical and human factors. The physical factors include 

slope of the land, intensity of rainfall and velocity of the wind. The human factors that contribute 

to soil erosion are deforestation, overgrazing, overuse of chemical fertilisers, over-irrigation, 

mining and unscientific farming methods. 

 



2. Why should we conserve and manage our water resources?  

Water sustains life on earth. It is necessary for agriculture as the cultivation of crops 

depends on the availability of water. It is also important for the industries as a cooling agent. 

Further, it is used for drinking and domestic consumption. We should, therefore, conserve and 

manage our water resources because of the following reasons: 

a) Degrading water table: The water tables first degrading. We are using up the 

groundwater at a faster rate than it could recharge. This is leading to water scarcity in many 

places already. 

b) To safeguard ourselves from health hazards: In the case of water scarcity, people are 

forced to use water that is polluted uncontaminated which substances that are harmful to our 

health. Water conservation, therefore, becomes necessary to avoid such situations. 

c) To ensure food security: Without water, a food crisis is imminent as crops cannot grow 

without water. Therefore for the cause of food security conserving water is of utmost important. 

 

3. Why are dams referred to as multipurpose projects? 

Dams are now referred to as multipurpose projects as the use of impounded water is in 

integration with each other. Dams are constructed to control floods, check soil erosion, provide 

water for irrigation, and generate electricity, recreational purposes, for drinking purposes. 

 

4. What is rainwater harvesting? State the benefits of rainwater harvesting. 

Rainwater harvesting is a technique of utilizing rainwater for domestic and agricultural 

use. The benefits of rainwater harvesting are: 

I. It increases water availability for the day to day use. 

II. It leads to recharge of the fast declining water table. 

III. It is environmentally friendly as it improves the ecosystem. 

IV. Water conservation leads to improved quality of groundwater. 

 

5. Differentiate between ferrous minerals and nonferrous minerals. 

 

Ferrous minerals Non-ferrous minerals 

These minerals are very important for the 

development of metallurgical industries as 

they contain iron. Out of the total value of 

production of metallic minerals, ferrous 

minerals cover three-fourths of the total 

production. 

These are minerals that contain metals 

other than iron. These minerals which 

include copper, bauxite, gold, zinc and 

lead have a very important role to play in 

metallurgical, engineering and electrical 

industries. 

 

6. Mention any three measures for conservation of minerals. 

Three measures for conservation of minerals are: 

I. Use of minerals in a planned and sustainable manner. 

II. Evolving of improved technology to use low-grade ore at low cost. 

III. Recycling of metals and using substitutes and scrap metals. 

 

 

 



7. What is resource planning? Why is it important? 

Resources are unevenly distributed and limited all over the world. Resource planning is 

the technique of a balanced utilisation of resources. Resource planning is required for proper use 

and utilisation of resources, as overuse and exploitation of resources have created many 

problems. Also, most resources are finite and therefore must be judiciously used. 

 

8. Do you think conservation of resources is necessary? Why/Why not?  

Yes, I do think that conservation of resources is necessary as resources are essential for 

sustenance as well as for development. But overexploitation and unplanned consumption of 

resources are leading to their depletion. This has socio-economic and environmental 

consequences. These problems can be tackled by adopting resource conservation as a means to 

manage and save resources for a better future. Conservation of resources means using resources 

efficiently that are needed now without harming future prospects. 

 

9. Discuss the causes of land degradation. 

The causes of land degradation are: 

I. Overgrazing: Overgrazing is one of the main reasons for land degradation.  

     When overgrazing of natural pastures takes place the vegetation cover  

     decreases. This leads to wind and water erosion. 

II. Mining: Abandoned mining sites have created deep scars and have nothing   

     left to be utilised. 

III. Waterlogging: Waterlogging is also one of the main causes. The main reason  

     for waterlogging is overirrigation. Waterlogging results in the increase of the  

     salinity and alkalinity in the soil. 

IV. Mineral processing: Mineral processing is also a major cause of land  

     degradation. This causes dust to settle down on the land and hinders the  

     infiltration of water into the soil. 

V. Faulty agricultural process: Agricultural practices such as shifting agriculture,  

     absence of soil conservation measures, unbalanced fertiliser use and faulty  

     planning and irrigation also cause land degradation. 

 

10. List the different types of soil in India. Discuss any one type of soil. 

Indian soils are classified into six main types on the basis of texture or colour and their 

physical and chemical properties. These are: (i) Alluvial soils (ii) Black soils (iii) Red and yellow 

soils (iv) Laterite soils (v) Arid soils (vi) Forest soils 

Alluvial soil: Alluvial soils form the bulk of soils of India. They are found mainly in the 

river valleys of the Northern Plains and are very fertile. These soils contain adequate proportion 

of potash, phosphoric acid and lime which are best for the cultivation of sugarcane, paddy, wheat 

and other cereal and pulse crops. Because of their high fertility the areas of alluvial soils are used 

intensively for growing crops and are, therefore, densely populated. Alluvial soil can be 

classified as ‘Khadar’ and ‘Bangar’ soils. The new alluvial soil is known as ‘Khadar’ whereas 

the old alluvial soil is known as ‘Bangar’. The ‘Khadar’ soil is more fertile than ‘Bangar’. 

 

 

 

 



11. Mention any five uses of multipurpose river projects. 

Five uses of multipurpose river projects are: 

a. Flood control: These projects control the floods as water can be contained with them 

as such they have converted many rivers of sorrows into rivers of boon. 

b. Generation of power: Multipurpose projects are the main source of power  

generation. They provide us with neat, pollution free and cheapest form of energy. 

c. Soil conservation: They conserve the soil because they slow down the speed  

of water and thereby prevent soil erosion. 

d. Irrigation: These projects are the main source of irrigation for our country and  

many canals have been dug to irrigate dry areas. 

e. Water navigation: These projects provide for inland water navigation through  

main rivers and canals. 

f.   Fisheries: These projects provide ideal condition for the breeding of fish. 

 

12. Water is available in abundance in lndia even then scarcity of water is experienced in 

major parts of the country. Discuss why rainwater harvesting should be adopted. 

Water is in abundance on the earth but only a small proportion of it is fresh water which 

can be utilized by us. Three parts of our planet are covered with water and only one part is land 

still there is water scarcity. In the context of India, Water is available in abundance in the 

country, yet water scarcity in India occurs due to excessive use, over-exploitation, 

overutilization, and unequal access to water among different social groups. There are also other 

reasons like uneven precipitation across the country and variations in seasonal and annual 

precipitation. Rainwater harvesting should be adopted for the following reasons: 

I. It increases water availability for the day to day use. 

II. It leads to recharge of the fast declining water table. 

III. It is environmentally friendly as it improves the ecosystem. 

IV. Water conservation leads to improved quality of groundwater. 

 

13. Why should we conserve our mineral resources? Suggest measures to  

      conserve mineral resources. 

The earth’s crust contains mineral deposits which amount to an insignificant fraction of 

its crust, i.e., these deposits amount to only 1 per cent of the earth’s crust. This 1 per cent is 

being rapidly consumed by us without a thought to the fact that these mineral resources require 

millions of years to be created and concentrated. Supplies are running out. In addition, burning 

fossil fuels has caused extensive damage to the planet. Mineral resources can be said to be finite 

and non-renewable and therefore should be conserved. Some measures for conservation of 

minerals are: 

I. Use of minerals in a planned and sustainable manner. 

II. Evolving of improved technology to use low-grade ore at low cost. 

III. Recycling of metals and using substitutes and scrap metals. 

 

***** 

 

  



CHAPTER 6: POWER RESOURCES 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Which of the following is a conventional source of energy? 

Answer: (a) coal 

2. Which of the following is a conventional source of energy widely used in rural areas? 

Answer: (b) Firewood 

3. The gas supplied for use in households is called- 

Answer: (a) LPG 

4. Which of the following is a clean energy resource? 

Answer: (b) Natural gas 

5. Which of the following is the most abundantly available fossil fuel in India? [HOTS] 

Answer: (b) Coal 

6. Which of the following is an environment-friendly fuel? 

Answer: (c) Natural gas 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Where is the largest solar power plant located in India? 

Largest solar plant of India is located at Madhapur near Bhuj. 

2. What is tidal energy? 

Tidal energy is a form of hydropower that transforms the energy obtained from  

    oceanic tides into useful forms of power. 

3. What is biogas? 

Biogas is a gas produced when organic matter decomposes. This gas is higher in  

    thermal efficiency when compared to charcoal, kerosene and cow dung. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why are thermal power plants located near coalfields? 

Coal is a heavy and bulky material but after use, it becomes ash. Hence, if heavy 

industries or thermal power stations are located on or near the coalfields the cost and problems of 

transportation of this fuel becomes almost negligible. 

 

2. Why is petroleum refineries termed as ‘nodal industries’? [HOTS] 

Petroleum refineries serve as ‘nodal industry’ for other industries like chemical, 

fertilisers, etc. Therefore, the petroleum refineries are termed as ‘nodal industries’. 

 

3. What factors make the production of solar energy convenient in India? 

The following factors make the production of solar energy convenient in India: 

i. India being a tropical country is well endowed with plenty of solar energy  

throughout the year. 

ii. India has access to photovoltaic technology which directly converts sunlight into 

electricity. 

 

  



IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is crude oil? Where in India is petroleum drilled? 

Crude oil is a naturally occurring petroleum that is not refined. It is a type of fossil fuel 

that can be refined to make different products like diesel, gasoline etc. In western India, Mumbai 

High, Bassein and Aliabet are important off-shore oil fields. In Gujarat, important oil fields are 

in Ankleshwar near Vadodara. This oil is refined at Trombay and Koyali. Lunej and Kalol oil 

fields are located near Ahmedabad. Assam, in north-eastern India, is the oldest oil-producing 

state of India. It has three important oil fields – Naharkatiya, Moran - Hugrijan and Digboi. Oil 

from these fields is refined at Digboi, Numaligarh, Guwahati and Bongaigaon in Assam and 

Barauni in Bihar. There are 18 oil refineries in the country. 

 

2. What is natural gas? Where is it extracted in India? 

Natural gas is a clean energy resource found associated with or without petroleum. 

Natural gas can be extracted easily by drilling wells. India produced about 31.90 billion cubic 

metres of natural gas in 2016-17. More than 3/4th of the production comes from Mumbai High, 

10 per cent from Gujarat, 7 per cent from Assam and the remaining from Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu, Tripura and Rajasthan. Large reserves of natural gas have been discovered in Krishna-

Godavari Basin and Gulf of Cambay. Andaman and Nicobar Islands also have reserves of natural 

gas. 

 

3. Distinguish between hydroelectricity and thermal electricity. 

 

Hydro-electricity Thermal electricity 

Generated by fast-flowing water. Generated by using coal, petroleum and natural 

gas to drive turbines and produce thermal 

power. 

Renewable resource is used to produce this 

electricity. 

Non-renewable fossil fuel used to produce this 

electricity. 

Multipurpose projects like the Bhakra Nangal, 

Damodar Valley Corporation, Kopili Hydel 

Project, etc., produce this kind of electricity. 

There are over 310 thermal power 

plants in India, e.g., Loktak, Santhaldih, 

Talcher, Neyveli, Ukai, Dhuvaram, etc. 

 

 

4. ‘Biogas is considered as an ideal domestic fuel.’ Give four reasons in support of the 

statement. 

Four reasons in support of the statement that ‘biogas is considered as an ideal domestic 

fuel’ are: 

i. Shrubs, farm waste, animal and human waste is utilised to produce biogas for 

domestic consumption in rural areas. 

ii. This gas is higher in thermal efficiency when compared to charcoal, kerosene and 

cow dung. 

iii. Gobar gas plants use cow dung and give twin benefits to the farmers – energy and 

manure. 

iv.       Such plants can be set up at individual, cooperative and municipal levels. 

 

 



5. Differentiate between conventional and non-conventional sources of energy. 

 

Conventional sources of Energy Non-conventional sources of energy. 

They are non-renewable sources of energy. They are renewable sources of energy. 

They are going to last just for 100 to 200 

years. 

They are going to last forever. 

They cause widespread air and water 

pollution. 

They are environment-friendly and it does 

not cause pollution. 

They include fossil fuels like coal, 

petroleum, and natural gas. 

They include solar energy, wind energy, 

geothermal energy, and biogas energy. 

 

 

6. Describe the importance of coal as a source of energy. 

One-third of the energy used throughout the world comes from coal. In addition to 

supplying fuel, coal is used in the production of many chemical products, including medicines 

and pesticides. India is highly dependent upon coal for meeting its commercial energy 

requirements, e.g., power generation and supplying energy to industries as well as for domestic 

needs. 

 

7. How is petroleum an important source of both energy and raw material?  
Petroleum is an important source of both energy and raw material. On account of the 

various byproducts obtained during the refining process, petroleum refineries serve as ‘nodal 

industry’ for chemical, fertiliser and synthetic textile industries. It provides fuel for heating, 

lighting, running different types of machinery and vehicles, lubricants for machinery and raw 

materials for manufacturing different products such as plastics, chemicals, etc. 

 

8. ‘Natural gas is a clean gas.’ Write a note on the significance of natural gas. 

Natural gas is a clean energy resource found associated with or without petroleum. 

Natural gas can be extracted easily by drilling wells. One advantage of natural gas is that it does 

not require processing, as do coal and oil. After being cleared of impurities, natural gas is ready 

for the consumer. While burning it does produce carbon dioxide and it burns hotter and clearer 

than other fossil fuels. It is also cheaper. Natural gas is also used to generate electricity. While 

natural gas has many advantages it is limited. 

 

***** 

 

  



CHAPTER 7: AGRICULTURE 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. The most important fibre crop in India is: 

Answer: (a) Cotton 

2. The most important occupation of the people of India is: 

Answer: (b) Agriculture 

3. Which of the following types of economic activity is agriculture? 

Answer: (a) Primary activity 

4. Rice is a subsistence crop in Odisha; in which of the following states is rice a  

    commercial crop? [HOTS] 

Answer: (c) Punjab and Haryana 

5. Which one of the following describes a system of agriculture where a single  

    crop is grown on a large area? 

Answer: (b) Plantation agriculture 

6. Which of the following is a Rabi crop? 

Answer: (b) Gram 

7. Which of the following crops are produced during Zaid cropping season? 

Answer: (b) Mushmelon 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Name the two main fibre crops of India. 

Cotton and jute. 

2. Which state is the largest producer of sugarcane in India? 

Uttar Pradesh is the largest producer of sugarcane in India. 

3. State the growing and harvesting periods of Rabi crops. 

Rabi crops are grown between October and December. They are harvested    

     between April and June. 

4. Which crops are known as beverage crops? 

Beverage crops are those that produce a potable beverage that is not water. 

5. Why is tea processed within tea gardens? 

Tea is processed within the tea estates to retain its freshness. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is agriculture? 

Agriculture is the process of producing food, seed, fiber and other goods   

    by the systematic raising of plants and animals. 

 

2. What is primitive farming? Mention any two characteristics. 

In this form of farming, farmers clear, slash and burn a small piece of land  

    and grow on it cereals and other food crops to sustain themselves. 

    Two characteristics of it are: 

i. Primitive tools such as a hoe, digging sticks and dao are used. 

ii. No fertilisers or manure is used and hence the land productivity is low. 

 

 



3. Briefly describe the conditions required for the cultivation of jute. 

The conditions required for the cultivation of jute are: 

i. Well-drained fertile soil in the flood plains. 

ii. Soil which is renewed every year. 

iii. high temperature during the time of growth. 

 

4. When are rabi crops sown? Name two rabi crops. 

Crops that are sown between October and December and harvested  

    between April and June are known as rabi crops. Two rabi crops are wheat and  

    maize. 

 

5. What is Zaid? 

Zaid is a short season between the rabi and kharif seasons. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Which type of farming is ‘slash and burn’? Why is the land abandoned after a few 

years? 

Primitive subsistence is also known as slash and burn farming. In this particular type of 

farming, no fertilizers or manure is used and hence the land productivity is low. Primitive 

subsistence depends upon monsoon, natural fertility of the soil, and suitability of other 

environmental conditions. Therefore, in this type of farming, the land is abandoned after a few 

years so that the land can regain its fertility during that time and become suitable again for 

farming. 

 

2. ‘Some pulses are known as leguminous crops.’ Why are they grown in rotation with 

other crops?  

Crop rotation is a process that works to conserve soil. It is achieved by planting and 

growing a series of different crops in the same soil. Pulses are grown in rotation with other crops 

as they help in restoring soil fertility by utilising nitrogen from the air. This process prevents 

overgrowth of pathogens and a lack of fertility in the soil, overall. Pulses need less moisture and 

can survive in dry conditions. The land therefore later can be used to grow other crops. 

 

3. Describe the temperature and rainfall conditions necessary for the growth of sugarcane. 

Sugarcane is a sub-tropical as well as a tropical crop and is the main source of sugar, gur 

(jaggery), khandsari and molasses. It grows well in a hot and humid climate with a temperature 

of 21° C to 27° C and annual rainfall between 75 cm and 100 cm. Irrigation is required in the 

regions of low rainfall. This crop requires manual labour from sowing to harvesting. lt can be 

grown on a variety of soils. lt is an annual crop. 

 

4. Explain any four factors responsible for the low 

productivity of agriculture in India. 

Four factors responsible for the low productivity of agriculture in India are: 

i. India’s countryside has about 600 million people dependent on approximately 250 million 

hectares of farmland. This gives an average of less than half a hectare of land per person. Thus 

the land is limited. 



ii. Constant use of land without appropriate technoinstitutional changes has hindered the pace of 

agricultural development. 

iii. Most of the farmers still depend on monsoons, natural fertility and seeds. 

iv. Old methods of irrigation such as flooding of fields and Persian wheel, wooden plough and 

bullock cart to carry on production are in use. 

 

5. What is intensive subsistence farming? How is it practiced? 

Answer: Intensive subsistence farming is a labourintensive farming method where every bit of 

cultivable land is used.lt is characterised by very small farm holdings. There is enormous 

pressure on agricultural land. This is a consequence of the ‘Right of inheritance’, which has led 

to the division of land among successors. The successors are solely dependent on the land for 

their livelihood and hence the pressure It uses high doses of biochemical inputs and irrigation to 

obtain higher production. In, this type of agriculture every bit of cultivable land is used. Where 

there is inadequate water irrigation is used and where the land is hilly, terraces are made. In 

many areas, swamps have been drained for the cultivation of paddy. 

 

6. What are the main cropping seasons in India? 

India has three cropping seasons. These are rabi, kharif, and zaid. 

Rabi: The rabi crops are grown between October and December and are harvested 

between April and June. Wheat, barley, peas, gram and mustard are some important crops. 

Availability of precipitation during winter months helps in the growth of rabi crops. 

Kharif: Kharif crops are sown with the onset of monsoon in June and are harvested 

between September and October. Paddy, maize, jowar, bajra, tur (arhar), moong, urad, cotton, 

jute, groundnut and soyabean are some of the important crops. 

Zaid: This is a short season between the rabi and kharif seasons. Crops produced are 

watermelons, muskmelons, cucumber, vegetables and fodder crops. 

 

7. Discuss the importance of horticulture crops andproduction in India. 

India is the second largest producer of fruits and vegetables. It produces tropical as well 

as temperate fruits. Almost 13% of the world’s vegetables are produced in India. It leads the 

world in the production of peas and cauliflower, is second in onion, cabbage, tomato, brinjal and 

fourth in potato production. Horticulture in the recent years has gained importance as an 

important component of agriculture in the country and has proved to be an important contributor 

in the nation’s GDP. Some of the important horticulture crops in the country are mangoes, 

oranges, bananas, pineapples etc. 

 

8. Mention any six institutional and technical reforms implemented by the Indian  

    government in agriculture. 

Six institutional and technical reforms implemented by the Indian government in 

agriculture are: 

i. Subsidy on electricity, seeds and fertilisers to ensure that farmers continue to  

   improve agriculture, consolidated and collectivised farms to make them   

   economically viable. 

ii. Widespread use of radio and television for acquainting farmers in new and  

    improved techniques of cultivation. 

iii. Crop insurance to protect the farmers against losses caused by crop failure. 



iv. Special weather bulletins and agricultural programmes for farmers on  

     television and radio. 

v. Well-knit network of rural banking for farmers to help them get loans to  

    modernise agriculture. 

vi. Announcing minimum support price for the crops grown by farmers to check  

    exploitation of farmers by middlemen and speculators. 

 

9. What is the Green Revolution? What programmes were launched in the 1980s  

    and 1990s for improvement of agriculture? 

The Green Revolution was initiated to bring about an improvement in the field of Indian 

agriculture. The Green Revolution is a phrase generally used to describe the spectacular increase 

in the production of food grains in India. By the 1980s and 1990s it became very clear that what 

was required was a comprehensive land development programme which would comprise both 

institutional and technical reforms. Some of the programmes that were launched in the 1980s and 

1990s for improvement of agriculture were: 

Kisan Credit Card (KCC): It was an initiative to make sure that the farmers have access 

to credit easily and at an affordable rate. 

Accident Insurance Scheme (PAIS): This was introduced to guarantee the farmers 

compensations if their crops fail due to accidents or natural calamities. 

Minimum support prices (MSPs): The major objectives of this was to support the 

farmers from distress sales as well as to procure food grains for public distribution. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 8: MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Manufacturing is the Process of 

Answer: (a) producing goods in large quantity 

2. Which of the following developments usually follows industrial activity. 

Answer: (b) Urbanisation 

3. Which of the following is not a factor of product 

Answer: (d) infrastructure 

4. Which of the following industries is in the privatesector? 

Answer: (a) Dabur 

5. Oil India Limited (OIL) belongs to which of the following types of industries. 

Answer: (c) Joint sector 

6. Which of the following industries belongs to the category of heavy industries? 

Answer: (b) Shipbuilding 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is manufacturing? 

Manufacturing is the process of producing goods in large quantities by using machines. 

 

2. What are tertiary activities? 

All those activities that link the producers and consumers are called tertiary    



     activities such as banks, transport, etc. 

 

3. What do you understand by agro-based industries? 

Agro-based industries are those industries that process agricultural products,  

     such as cotton, jute, sugarcane, etc. 

 

4. Which city is called the ‘Silicon Valley of India’? 

Bengaluru is called the ‘Silicon Valley of India’. 

 

5. Where are cement plants located in India? 

The various cement plants located in India are at Bokajan in Assam, Rajban in Himachal 

Pradesh, Adilabad in Andhra Pradesh, Bhatinda in Punjab, Khrew in Jammu and Kashmir, Pali 

in Rajasthan and Palghat in Kerala. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1.’Agriculture and industry move hand-in-hand.’ Elucidate. 

Since India has an agrarian economy, agrobased industries have played an important role 

in India’s development. India is one of the largest producers of milk, sugarcane and tea, as well 

as rice, wheat, fruits and vegetables. These provide raw materials for the growth of agro-based 

industries. Agriculture and industry go hand in hand and complement each other. Both are 

dependent on each other for progress and survival. 

 

2. Why is South India and western India more favourable for setting up sugarcane mills?  
South India and western India are more favourable for setting up sugarcane mills because 

the cooler climate in these states lengthens the crushing season and even increases the sucrose 

content of the cane. Another important factor is the success of cooperatives in these western and 

southern states of India. 

 

3. What are the prime factors in location of aluminum smelting industries? 

Location of the industry is influenced by the availability of bauxite at minimum  

    cost and inexpensive and assured supply of electricity. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Differentiate between agro-based industries and mineral-based industries. Give  

    examples. 

The difference between agro-based industries and mineral-based industries are: 

Agro-based industries Mineral based industries 

I. They obtain their raw 

   materials from agriculture. 

I. They obtain their raw 

    materials from mineral resources. 

II. They are mainly in private and    

     cooperative sectors. 

II. They are mainly public sectors. 

 

III. They provide III. They provide employment in both  

     rural and urban areas. employment in  

     urban areas. 

IV. They include cotton, jute, sugar, oil  

      industries etc. 

IV. They include iron and steel,  

      automobiles, cement industries etc. 



2. When was the National Jute Policy introduced? What are its main objectives? 

The National Jute Policy was introduced in 2005. Its main objectives were to increase 

productivity, improve quality, enhance yield/ production and also ensure supportive prices to the 

jute farmers. Today, the Indian jute industry is facing stiff competition from synthetic substitutes 

which are easily available at cheaper rates. It also faces tough competition from jute products 

from Bangladesh, Brazil, Philippines, Egypt, and Thailand. 

 

3. What are software technology parks and where in India are they located? 

Software technology parks are a cluster of software export units, in which software 

technology companies develop and export computer software and other professionals services. 

These provide single window service and high data communication facility to software experts. 

In India, they are located in Banagaluru, Hyderabad, Delhi, Pune, Lucknow, Kolkata, Chennai, 

Mumbai and Coimbatore. Bengaluru has emerged as the electronic capital of India and is also 

known as the ‘Silicon Valley’ of India. 

 

4. Why is the development of manufacturing industries considered a measure for          

    assessing the economic strength of a country?  

The development of manufacturing industries is a measure for assessing the economic 

strength of a country. It is also an important means to overcome poverty. The manufacturing 

sector is considered the central dynamic force of development in general, and economic 

development in particular, mainly because of the following reasons: 

I. Manufacturing not only aids in modernising agriculture but also provides     

   employment in the secondary and tertiary sectors and reduces dependence on     

   agriculture. 

   II.Industrialisation is a powerful method of conquering poverty and providing  

              employment. 

III. Manufacturing enables India to utilize its resources optimally, diversify the  

   economic base, raise the living standard of people, expand trade and  

   commerce and bring in the much-needed foreign exchange. 

IV. The prosperity of a country lies in increasing and diversifying its  

    manufacturing industries at a fast and steady pace and transforming its raw   

    materials into a diverse variety of finished goods of higher value. 

 

5. Classify industries on the basis of: (i) Capital investment (ii) Ownership. 

(i) Based on capital investment, industries can be classified as large scale industries and 

small scale industries. Large scale industries: lnvestment in such an industry is more than one 

crore. Labour employed is large. Small scale industries: lnvestment in such an industry is less 

than one crore. Labour employed is less. 

(ii) Based on ownership, industries can be classified as Public Sector, Private Sector, 

Joint Sector, and Cooperative Sector. Public Sector: Owned and operated by government 

agencies such as BHEL, SAIL, etc. 

Private Sector: Owned and operated by individuals or a group up of individuals, such as 

Bajaj Ltd., Dabur, etc. 

Joint Sector: Run jointly by the state and individual or group of individuals, such as Oil 

India Ltd. (OIL). Cooperative Sector: Owned and operated by the producers or suppliers of raw 

materials, workers or both, such as coir industry in Kerala. 



6. How do industries pollute the environment? 

The contribution of manufacturing industries in the economic development of India is 

significant. However, the side effects, such as increased pollution and environmental degradation 

cannot be ignored. Five kinds of pollution, namely air, water, land, thermal, and noise, are 

associated with industries. 

Air: This is caused due to the presence of a high proportion of gases which are 

undesirable, e.g., sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide. Factories, brick kilns, refineries, and 

smelting plants that do not follow pollution norms cause this pollution.  

Water: When organic and inorganic affluents are discharged into water bodies, it causes 

water pollution. Major polluting agents are paper, pulp, petroleum refineries, tanneries, textile 

and dyeing, fertilisers, electroplating industries. 

Land: Dumping of wastes from nuclear power plants, glass plants, industrial effluents, 

garbage, salts, etc., cause soil and land pollution. 

Thermal: lf hot water from thermal plants and factories is drained into rivers and ponds 

before cooling, it causes thermal pollution. This affects the aquatic life which soon dies 

Noise: Noise pollution is caused during industrial and construction activities due to the 

running of machinery and factory equipment. 

 

7. Explain the factors that determine the location of industries. 

Locating an industry is a complex issue. Many factors play an important role in the 

location of industries, such as the availability of raw material, labour, capital, power, market, etc. 

It is very difficult to find all the factors in one place. Hence, the industry is set up or located at a 

place where most of the factors are present naturally or can be made available easily and at a 

reasonable cost. 

 

8. Why is the iron and steel industry considered as basic industry? Explain  

The iron and steel industry is known as the basic industry as all other industries are 

dependent on it for their machinery. This industry falls into the category of heavy the industry as 

the raw material used is heavy and bulky and requires a huge investment in transportation. 

 

9. Describe the role of information Technology in modern India. 

The information technology and electronics industry have global foundations. These have 

ushered in a revolution that has changed man’s quality of life and even changed the country’s 

economy. Another significant effect that this industry has had is the employment opportunities it 

has generated. This growth is corroborated by the fact that by 2010-11 Software Technology 

parks had come up across 46 locations at different cities in India. The IT industry employed 

more than one million people out of which 30 percent are women.  

Bengaluru has emerged as the electronic capital of India and is also known as the ‘Silicon 

Valley’ of India. Other upcoming centers are Hyderabad, Delhi, Pune, Lucknow, Kolkata, 

Chennai, Mumbai and Coimbatore. Due to its fast-growing Business Processes Outsourcing 

(BPO) sector, this industry has been a major foreign exchange earner in the last two or three 

years. This spells the success of the IT industry in India which has recorded phenomenal growth 

in a short time span. 

 

10. Briefly describe any four measures of controlling industrial pollution. 

Answer: Four measures of controlling industrial pollution are: 



1. Smokestacks must be made compulsory in factories with fabric filters, scrubbers, inertial 

separators, and electrostatic precipitators. 

II. Coal to be utilised to the minimum and oil or gas should be used in factories. 

III. Noise pollution can be reduced by fitting silencers on machines and generators.  

     Machines must be maintained, serviced and redesigned to increase efficiency,  

     reduce energy consumption and noise. 

IV. Hot water and effluents should be treated before they are released into water  

     bodies. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 9: TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. India has one of the largest networks of which of the following modes of transport. 

Answer: (a) Roadways 

2. Which of the following modes of transport would you find in higher areas of  

    mountainous regions like the Himalayas? 

Answer: (d) Airways 

3. Which of the following are the primary road systems of our country? 

Answer: (a) National Highways 

4. Which of the following types of roads received special impetus under the Pradhan  

    Mantri Grameen Sadak Yojana? 

Answer: (c) Rural roads 

5. Which of the following modes of transport is fuelefficient and environment-friendly? 

Answer: (d) waterways 

6. Which of the following was the first port to be developed soon after independence? 

Answer: (d) Kandla 

7. Which of the following airlines is the national carrier of India? 

Answer: (a) Air India 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What are State Highways? 

These highways join state capitals with towns and the district headquarters and provide 

the link with the national highways. 

 

2. What is the total length of India’s road network? 

India’s road network aggregates to about 2.3 million km. 

 

3. What is the name of the highway that connects the four large metro cities? 

Golden Quadrilateral Super Highways. 

 

4. Which department constructs and maintains State Highways? 

These are constructed and maintained by the State Public Works Department (PWD). 

 

5. Give the full form of BRO. 



Border Roads Organisation. 

 

6. Name the types of inland waterways. 

The types of inland waterways are rivers, lakes, canals etc. 

 

7. Write two advantages of airways. 

Two advantages of airways are: 

     i. Airways provide the fastest means of transport. 

     ii. For inaccessible, remote and hostile areas airways are the best means of transport. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Name any four means of communication. 

Any four means of communication are: 

i. Postal written communications. 

ii. Telecom networks. 

iii. Television. 

iv. Radio. 

 

2. What are National Highways? Who constructs and maintains them? 

National highways connect one state with another and are of national importance. These 

highways link extreme parts of the country. These roads are constructed and maintained by the 

Central Public Works Department (CPWD). 

 

3. Into how many zones is the Indian Railways divided? 

Indian Railways have been divided into 17 zones. 

 

4. Write any two problems of pipeline transportation. 

The two problems associated with this mode of transport are: 

i. Cost of laying the pipelines is very high. 

ii. The danger of leakage. 

 

5. Give two advantages of waterways. 

Two advantages of waterways are: 

i. Waterways are the cheapest means of transport. 

ii. It is the best means of transport to carry bulky and heavy goods at lower costs. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Mention four merits and four demerits of road transportation with reference to India. 

Four merits of road transportation with reference to India are: 

i. Road transport provides a link between railway stations, air and  

   seaports. They are used as feeders to other modes of transport. 

ii. Roads can traverse regions of dissected and undulating relief and  

    negotiate steep slopes. 

iii. They are cheap and easy both in construction and maintenance. 

iv. They directly connect fields with markets, factories with farms and  

     provide door-to-door service 



Four demerits of road transportation with reference to India are: 

i. Inadequate road networks to meet the needs of the people. 

ii. National Highways, which were built long ago, is not as wide. 

iii. Most of the old bridges and culverts are low and old. 

iv. Many of these roads pass through congested cities that create a problem. 

 

2. What are the advantages of waterways as a means of transport? 

The advantages of waterways as a means of transport are: 

i. Waterways are the cheapest means of transport. 

ii. It is the best means of transport to carry bulky and heavy goods at lower costs. 

iii. It is fuel-efficient as well as environment-friendly. 

iv. All perennial rivers can be used almost throughout the year. 

 

3. Give four reasons why the means of transport and communication are called  

    the lifelines of a nation and its economy. 

We are all dependant on each other. Even trade has expanded from national to 

international levels. The India of today is well linked to the rest of the globe despite its huge 

area, diversities and pluralities in the linguistic and socio-cultural fields. Our lives have become 

easier and more amenities and comforts are readily available to us. Thus, it is evident that the 

modern means of transport and communication are the lifelines of our nation and its economy. 

Trade, be it local, national or global, depends largely upon a dense and efficient network of 

transport and communication. 

 

4. How do the means of mass communication play a vital role in creating         

    awareness among the people? 

Mass communication includes television, radio, newspapers, magazines, books and even 

films. It is so named as it can communicate ideas, policies and national issues directly to the 

masses. This helps in creating awareness among the people. The All India Radio, which is also 

known as Akashwani, is a very forceful mass medium. It has 200 radio stations and some 327 

transmitters. Newspapers are published in about 100 languages and dialects in India. Besides, 

India is the hub of commercial films in Asia. 

 

5. Why is road transport more useful than rail transport in India? Give four reasons.  

Road transport is more useful than rail transport in India for the following  

    reasons: 

i. India is a vast country when railways cannot reach every corner of the country.         

   Therefore, roadways become more important and useful to travel. 

ii. The construction and maintenance of roadways are cheaper comparing to  

    railways which is an important factor for a developing country like India. 

iii. A large area of India is mountainous where railways take very long to      

    penetrate. Roads, therefore, become the only option. 

iv. India is a vast market and roads directly connect fields with markets, factories  

    with farms, unlike the railways. 

 

 

 



6. What is mass communication? What are the different means of mass communication? 

The means of communication which can communicate ideas, policies and national issues 

directly to the masses is called Mass Communication. The different modes of mass 

communication are: 

Television: It is the most popular means of mass communication in the present context. It 

can reach the grass-root level and create opinions among the educated as well as illiterates. 

Radio: Radio is another means of mass communication that is popular mostly in areas 

that are not connected to other parts of the country very well. 

Newspapers and magazines: Newspapers and magazines help to communicate 

information amongst the educated sections of society. It is a powerful tool.  

Internet: It is comparatively a newer form of means of mass communication that    is 

becoming hugely popular and highly influential and is believed to become the most popular 

means of mass communication in the near future. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 9: MAP READING 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. A representation or a drawing of a part of the Earth’s surface on a flat surface   

    according to scale is called a: 

Answer: (b) Map 

2. A small scale map shows a: 

Answer: (b) Large area with less details 

3. Which of the following is an intermediate direction? 

Answer: (c) North-West 

4. A map showing the distribution of industries is a : 

Answer: (c) Thematic map 

5. The ratio between the actual distance on the ground and the distance shown on the  

    map is called a: 

Answer: (c) Scale 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is a map? 

A map is a representation of a part or whole of the Earth’s surface drawn according to a 

scale on a plain sheet of paper, cloth or wood. 

 

2. Define globe. 

Globes are true representation of the spherical Earth in the form of a model. 

 

3. Who is a cartographer? 

A cartographer is a person who draws or produces maps. 

 

4. What is an atlas? 

An Atlas is a book of maps. 

 

 



III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is a small scale map? 

Small scale maps show very large areas on a single map. Hence, they cannot show 

details. 

 

2. Give any two examples of large scale maps. 

Two examples of large scale maps are guide maps of cities, map of a municipality area. 

 

3. What is a sketch? 

A sketch is a rough drawing of an area based on memory and field observation. 

 

4. What are conventional signs? 

Universally accepted signs and symbols to represent various components on a map are 

called conventional signs. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Differentiate between a physical map and a political map. 

Physical maps contain information about relief features or landforms of the Earth-like 

mountains, peaks, plateaus, plains, rivers, oceans, etc. On the other hands, political maps show 

the boundaries between different countries along with their states, capitals, cities, towns and 

villages. 

 

2. What do thematic maps show? 

Thematic maps show only selected features. They are based on specific information. 

They may be cultural maps depicting roads, railways, industries, minerals, population, etc. 

 

3. Name the four cardinal directions and four intermediate directions. 

North (N), South (S), East (E), and West (W) are known as Cardinal directions. The 

intermediate directions are North-East (NE), South- East (SE), South- West (SW) and North-

West (NW). 

 

4. What is a topographical map? 

Ordinance Survey Map or Topographical Map portrays as much as the scale of the map 

allows, both the natural features of the ground and the man-made features (roads, rural and urban 

settlements and railways, etc.). 

 

5. What is grid reference? 

The topographical maps bear the national grid of squares drawn to the scale of 2 cm = 1 

km, with each square having a side measuring 1 km. With reference to any of these sheets, the 

vertical lines are called Eastings since they are numbered from West to East. Similarly, the 

horizontal lines are called Northings because they are numbered from South to North. The 

network of horizontal and vertical lines, or the Eastings and Northings in a map, is called Grid 

Reference. 

 

  



6. Briefly explain the three components of a map. 

Three components of maps are direction, distance (scale) and symbols. 

i. Direction: Direction is the most important component of a map. It is important and   

   useful to describe where one place is in relation to another. 

ii. Distance (scale): Scale is the ratio between the distance on the map and the actual  

    distance on the ground. 

iii. Symbols: Conventional signs and symbols represent details without making the map clumsy. 

 

7. Why do you think map reading is an important skill? 

Map reading is an important skill because map reading helps us in staying safe, enables in 

discovering places, provides the possibility of adventure, helps in understanding the environment 

and broadens our horizon. Maps are very useful in the study of geography. Their simplicity 

makes them useful even for a layman. In modern shrinking world, the usefulness of maps has 

become all the more important. 

 

***** 

 

UNIT III 

CHAPTER 6: WORKING OF DEMOCRACY 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. What is meant by ‘gender division’? 

Answer: (b) Division between males and females 

2. In which of these countries, the participation of women in politics is not very large? 

Answer: (c) India 

3. Indian society is considered as 

Answer: (b) a patriarchal society 

4. Which among the following poses the biggest threat to democracy? 

Answer: (c) Corruption 

5. When the demands of one religion are formed in opposition to another, it is associated with: 

Answer: (c) communalism 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Name a famous leader who was associated with Muslim League? 

M.A. Jinnah was a famous leader who was associated with Muslim League. 

 

2. Name one factor which influences the Indian politics. 

Casteism is one factor which influences the Indian politics. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is the main demand of women organizations and activists regarding the  

reservation of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies? 

33 per cent reservation of seats for women is the main demand of women organisations 

and activists regarding the reservation of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and State 

Assemblies. 

 



 

 

 

2. What is the meaning of a patriarchal society? 

Its literal meaning is rule by father. It is a system where the father is the head of the 

family and all important decisions are taken by male members of a family to the exclusion and 

seclusion of women. 

 

3. Mention any two problems faced by Dalits in our society. 

Two problems faced by Dalits in our society are poverty and caste discrimination. They 

live in poverty because of the lack of economic opportunities. Furthermore, caste discrimination 

results in difficulty to adjust in society and live a respectable life. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Discuss the gender issue with respect to its political expression. 

A prominent social division in our country is the gender division. It is based on social 

expectations and stereotypes about women for centuries. They are made to believe that the main 

responsibility of women is housework and bringing up children. The main responsibility of men 

is to provide bread and butter to the family. As a result of the gender division of labour, women 

remained confined to the four walls of their houses. But gradually women organised and 

campaigned for their rights. These movements are collectively referred to as Feminist 

Movements. So we find that political expression of gender division helped to improve women’s 

role in public life. They are marching shoulder to shoulder with men in all walks of life. They are 

engineers, doctors, lawyers, scientists, executives, teachers in schools and colleges. They are also 

members of parliament. 

 

2. State two reasons to say that caste alone cannot determine elections in India.  

Two reasons to say that caste alone cannot determine elections in India are: 

I. No parliamentary constituency has the clear majority of one single caste.       

More than two castes generally inhabit a constituency. A candidate or a     

party needs to secure the confidence of more than one caste to win  

elections. 

II. It is impossible to secure votes of all the voters of a caste in a  

    constituency. There are a host of other factors that count. 

 

3. ‘Caste can take various forms in politics.’ Give any six reasons in support of the 

statement. 

Six reasons in support of the above statement are: 

I. Generally, people of the same caste vote en bloc for a candidate of the       

   same or different caste. 

II. When they do not vote en bloc they prefer a candidate of their own  

    caste irrespective of the merits or demerits of the candidates. 

III. The office-bearers of a party are appointed on the basis of caste to   

     please or not to displease a caste group in the party and in the   

     constituency. 

IV. Political parties take care to give fair representation to various castes   



     and tribes in the Council of Ministers. 

V. Parties and candidates appeal to the caste sentiments of voters to  

     muster support. 

VI. Particular political parties are known to favour particular castes. On the  

      other hand, particular castes are known to favour particular parties. 

 

4. Describe the influence of politics on the caste system. 

There is a two-way relationship between caste and politics. Politics influences the caste 

system and the caste system influences politics. There is the politicisation of the castes who are 

drawn into the political arena. As usual, the political expression of caste division has led to 

positive as well as negative outcomes. Caste politics has led to reservation of seats in 

government jobs for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes. These 

caste groups today have more presence in the three organs of the government. Several lower 

castes are now demanding more share in land, resources and other opportunities. On the other 

hand, caste division has also resulted in conflict and violence. 

 

5. Discuss the political expression of communalism. 

    The political expression of communalism can be discussed through the following points: 

I. Expression of communalism in everyday beliefs– These involve religious  

   prejudices against certain religious community stereotypes, belief in the    

   superiority of one’s own religion. 

II. Political dominance– Often there is political dominance of the majority religious        

    groups over minority called majoritarianism. Therefore, followers of the    

    minority community have a strong desire to form a separate nation or an   

    autonomous political unit. 

III. The political mobilisation of masses on religious lines– Political leaders exploit  

     sacred symbols, instigate local religious leaders, emotional appeal, fear to   

     polarise people of one religion for political gains. This happens during   

     elections. 

IV. Communal violence, riots and massacre for political gains– Muslim League  

     led by M.A. Jinnah used these to effect partition of India. Even in the post- 

     Independence period, there have been worst communal riots at the instigation  

     of political parties. 

 

6. Explain the main features of communalism. 

    The features of communalism are: 

I. Religion is the principal basis of the social community. 

II. The followers of a particular religion belong to one community. 

III. Fundamental interests – socio-economic and political interests – of a  

     particular religious community are the same. 

IV. People who follow different religions cannot belong to the same social    

     community. 

V. Whatever similarities are there among followers of different religions, these  

     are superficial and insignificant. 

VI. Interests of various religious communities are different and mutually  

     conflicting. 



V. The ultimate ideological conclusion is that people belonging to different  

     religions cannot live together as equal citizens. Either one of them has to  

     dominate the rest or they have to form different nations. 

 

***** 

CHAPTER 12: POWER SHARING MECHANISM IN DEMOCRACY 
 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Which form of power sharing is most commonly referred to as federalism? 

Answer: (c) Division of power among various communities 

2. When was the report of the States Reorganisation Commission implemented? 

Answer: (a) 1956 

3. The Gram Sabha supervises the functioning of 

Answer: (b) Gram Panchayat 

4. The rights of the Adivasis are protected by a separate Act passed in 

Answer: (d) 1996 

5. The Concurrent List has 

Answer: (a) 47 subjects 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Name three Indian states which have been created in 2000. 

The three states Indian that which have been created in 2000 are Chhattisgarh,    

    Uttarakhand, and Jharkhand. 

 

2. What was the main objective of Sarkaria Commission? 

The main objective of the Sarkaria Commission was to examine the relationships    

    between the state and the central government and the state governments and the  

    powers they share. 

 

3. Name the apex court of India. 

The apex court in India is the Supreme Court of India. 

 

4. Name a state which enjoys special powers in Indian federal set-up. 

          A state which enjoys special powers in Indian federal set-up is Jammu & Kashmir. 

 

5. What is the popular name of rural local government? 

The popular name of rural local government is Panchayati Raj. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Which countries follow ‘coming together’, style of federalism? 

Answer: A few countries which follow the ‘coming together’ style of federation are   

    USA, Switzerland, and Australia. 

 

2. Name the two amendments which gave legal status to local self-government in India. 

        The 73rd and 74th amendments gave legal status to local self-government in India. 

 



3. What do you understand by the term ‘holding together’ federation? 

When a big country decides to distribute power between the centre and states or 

constituent units this is called ‘holding together’ federations. E.g., India, Spain, and Belgium. 

 

4. Name the court which solves the disputes arising between central government   

    and various state governments. 

The Supreme Court of India solves the disputes arising between central   

    government and various state governments. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Differentiate between a federal and a unitary form of the government? Give an example. 

Federal form of government is a system of government in which power is constitutionally 

divided between the national or central government and various regional units. Each government 

is autonomous. Federalism allows two sets of identities; people belong to the region as well as 

the country. For example, one can be an Assamese as well as an Indian. Under the unitary 

system, real and effective powers are in the hands of the national or union government. The 

centre can transfer some of its powers to regional levels on its own. The central government can 

pass orders to the provincial or regional governments which are subordinate to it. Example: 

China, France, etc. 

 

2. Mention any four factors behind the decentralisation of power in India. 

    Four factors behind the decentralisation of power in India are: 

i. Several states of India are bigger than independent countries of Europe For the  

   sake of efficiency in administration, a state had to give some of the powers to  

   local self-governments. 

ii. A large number of issues and problems are best settled at the local level  

    because these may be different in different localities of the same state. 

iii. People at the local level have a better knowledge of problems and solutions at  

     the local level. 

iv. If local people directly participate in the processes of governance, democracy  

     is strengthened at the grassroots level. 

 

3. List the main features of 73rd Amendment Act. 

    The main features of 73rd Amendment Act are: 

i. All states have a uniform three-tier Panchayati Raj structure. At the base is the     

   ‘Gram Panchayat,’ the middle level is referred to as Panchayat Samiti and at     

   the apex is the ‘Zila Parishad’ covering the whole district. 

ii. A few Gram Panchayats are grouped together to form what is called a   

    Panchayat Samiti. Its members are elected by all the panchayat members in  

    that area. 

iii. There is also a provision for the mandatory creation of Gram Sabhas. A Gram      

     Sabha comprises all the adult members registered as voters in the Panchayat  area. 

iv. Each village or a group of villages has a Gram Panchayat. This is a council  

     consisting of panchas and a sarpanch. They are elected by all adult   

     population in a village 

v. The Gram Sabha supervises the functioning of Gram Panchayat. It approves  



    the budget of Gram Panchayat and reviews its performance. 

 

4. Explain the threefold distribution of legislative power between the Union    

    Government and the State Governments. 

     The Constitution of India provides for a threefold distribution of legislative powers. lt 

contains three lists : (i) Union List (ii) State List (iii) Concurrent List. 

Union List: The Union government alone can make laws on the subjects in the list. For 

example, defence, foreign policy, atomic energy, banking, post and telegraph. 

State List: The State governments alone can make laws on the subjects contained in the 

list. For example, police, local government, trade and commerce within the state. 

Concurrent List: On the subjects in this list both the Union and State governments can 

make laws. For example criminal and civil procedure, marriage and divorce, education, 

economic planning, trade union, etc. 

 

5. Mention two major objectives of a federal government. 

    The two main objectives of a federal government are: 

(i) To safeguard and promote the unity and integrity of a country: Federal governments 

are prominent in countries with a large population and diverse communities which can lead to 

dissatisfaction among the different constituents of the country. A federal government therefore 

tries to maintain unity among the different communities by way of power sharing and 

establishing local governments. 

(ii) To accommodate regional diversity: A federal government promotes regional 

diversity as a way to stay united despite differences as a way forward. It is very critical in the 

context of a culturally, racially, regionally, and linguistically diverse country like India where 

accepting and respecting different ideas is the only way out. 

 

6. Describe any four features of federalism. 

    Four features of federalism are: 

i. There are two or more tiers or levels of government. 

ii. Various levels of government rule or administer the same citizens but each  

level has its own jurisdiction in specific matters of administration, taxation, and      

legislation. 

iii. The Constitution guarantees the existence and authority of each tier of    

     government. Powers and functions of various levels of governments are    

     clearly stated in the Constitution. 

iv. Amendment or modification of basic features of the Constitution cannot be     

    done by any level unilaterally. It requires legal consent of both the levels of   

    government. 

 

7. What makes India a federation?  

The constitution declares India as a union of States. Although it did not use or specified 

the word federation, the Indian union is based on the principle of federalism. We find that most 

of the features of federalism mentioned apply to the Indian Constitution. Originally, the 

constitution provided for two sets of government: One at the centre and other at the state level. 

Later on, a third tier government in the form of Panchayat and municipalities were added. The 

constitution has made clear-cut provisions for the subjects on which the central and the state 



governments can make laws. This clearly states the division of powers between the centre and 

the state governments. They come under different lists of subjects and are called the union list, 

the state list, and the concurrent list. 

 

8. Mention the power and functions of a panchayat. 

    The main powers of the panchayat are: 

i. The maintenance, the repair, the construction, the protection of public properties. 

ii. The control and administration of the gram panchayat’s funds. 

iii. The imposition, assessment, and collection of taxes. 

iv. The removal of encroachment of public streets and places. 

v. The supply of drinking water, disinfecting the sources of of supply and storage of 

water. 

 

9. Describe any four measures taken to decentralise power in India. 

    Four measures taken to decentralise power in India are: 

i. The first step taken to decentralize power in India was the adoption of a federal     

   system of government right after independence which defines the power     

   sharing between the central government and the state governments. 

ii. A Community Development Programme was initiated at first in 1952. Then a    

    three-tier Panchayati Raj system of local government was started in the rural   

    areas. 

iii. In the beginning, these local bodies did not have enough powers and functions  

to look after the local development. Subsequently, the 73rd and 74
th

  amendments 

were passed by the Parliament in 1992 to give more powers to the local governments. 

iv. The 73rd Amendment referred to rural local governments (referred to as    

     Panchayati Raj institutions or PRls) while the 74th amendment made   

     provisions for urban local governments (Nagarpalikas). They came into force  

     in 1993. 

 

10. Mention any four features of local selfgovernment. 

      Four features of local self-government are: 

i. It is now constitutionally mandatory to hold regular elections to local  

   government bodies. 

ii. Seats are reserved in the elected bodies and executive heads of these    

    institutions for weaker sections of society such as Scheduled Castes,     

    Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes. 

iii. About one-third of all states are reserved for women. 

iv. An independent institution called the State Election Commission has been  

     created in each state to conduct panchayat and municipal elections. 

 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 13: COMPETITION AND CONTESTATIONS IN DEMOCRACY 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Who chooses the candidates for contesting elections in India? 

Answer: (d) None of these 

2. Which of these countries has a one-party system? 

Answer: (b) China 

3. Which of these is not a good option for a democraticstate? 

Answer: (a) One-party system 

4. Which among the following political parties wasformed by Kanshi Ram and Mayawati? 

Answer: (c) Bahujan Samaj Party 

5. Shiromani Akali Dal is associated with 

Answer: (b) Punjab 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Name three components of a political party. 

    The essential components of a political party: 

i. the leaders 

ii. the active members, and 

iii. the followers. 

 

2. Define a political party. 

A political party is a group of people who share a common ideology and aim to form a 

government by contesting elections and winning a majority of the contested seats. 

 

3. What is the difference between a national party and a state party? 

National parties are present in all or many of the federal units, whereas state parties are 

present in only one of the federal units. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Differentiate between a ruling party and an opposition party. 

     A party that forms government at the central or state level is called a ruling party.   

     On the other hand, a party other than the ruling party in a legislature is called an  

     opposition party. 

 

2. Name two countries each adhering to (i) one-party system (ii) two-party system. 

 (i) China, North Korea. (ii) USA, United Kingdom. 

 

3. Write the major objectives of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

It wants to build a strong and modern India by drawing inspiration from India’s  

     ancient culture and values. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Explain how a political party can shape public opinion. 

Opinion of people against and in favour of certain issues and policies of the government 

can make the prospects of a ruling party in the coming election. Opposition parties play a pivotal 



role in the formation of public opinion through organising meetings, demonstrations, protests, 

dharnas, distribution of posters and pamphlets and by highlighting issues in the mass media. 

They examine and criticise the government for its failures and wrong policies. 

 

2. State the various functions which political parties perform in a democracy. 

    The various functions which political parties perform in a democracy are: 

i. Contesting elections: Political parties put up candidates in various   

   constituencies to contest an election. 

ii. Declaring different policies and programmes: Each party has a different set of   

ideology, policy and programme which it desires to implement after forming the 

government. 

iii. Making laws for the country: Laws are made after the bills are debated and    

    passed by legislatures by a majority. 

iv. Parties form and run governments: The majority party in a legislature forms    

    the government. 

v. Role of opposition: The parties which fail to form government play the role of  

    opposition inside the legislature and outside. 

vi. Shaping public opinion: Opinion of people against and in favour of certain    

     issues and policies of the government can make the prospects of a ruling  

     party in the coming election. 

 

3. What are the characteristics of a political party? 

    The characteristics of a political party are: 

i. A political party is a group of people who share a common ideology and aim to   

 form a government by contesting elections and winning a majority of the     

 contested seats. 

ii. Each political party has a set of policies and programmes declared publicly by  

    election manifestos, for promotion of the common good of citizens. 

iii. As the policies, programmes and ideologies of different political parties are     

 different they seek to win popular support in an election to be able to     

 implement them. 

iv. Each party has a different social base representing the interests and  

     aspirations of a part of the society. Thus, it involves partisanship. 

v. A party is known for its ideology, programmes and policies and the section of   

     society whose interests it represents. 

vi. There are three essential components of a political party which are the  

     leaders, the active members, and the followers. 

 

4. ‘The quality of democracy depends on the degree of public participation.’ Explain.  

The quality of democracy depends on the degree of public participation. It would be 

difficult to reform politics if ordinary people simply criticise it from outside. The problem of bad 

politics can be solved by adopting better politics. That is possible only when ordinary citizens 

participate in the process of democracy. Constitutional institutions should be strengthened that 

help people’s participation and control. 

 

***** 



CHAPTER 14: OUTCOMES OF DEMOCRACY 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Which regime usually develops a procedure to conduct the social competition and  

    reduce the possibility of social tension? 

Answer: (a) Democratic regime 

2. Which factor is often missing from a non-democratic government? 

Answer: (c) Transparency 

3. Which type of government is based on the idea of deliberation and negotiation? 

Answer: (b) Democracy 

4. What kinds of equality are found in all democracies? 

Answer: (c) Political equality 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What should be the most basic outcome of democracy? 

The basic outcome of democracy is that sovereignty lies with the people. 

 

2. Which type of government has a high degree of economic inequalities? 

Democratic form of government has a high degree of economic inequalities. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is transparency? 

A citizen has the right and the means to examine the process of decision making. This is 

called transparency. 

 

2. Which provision of the Indian Constitution grants equal status to all citizens? 

Equality before law for all and provision of equal opportunities to all of the Indian 

Constitution grants equal status to all citizens. 

 

3. Which measures have been taken by thegovernment of India for improving the     

    status of weaker sections? 

Indian Constitution does not recognise caste inequalities. There have been real efforts to 

grant equal status and equal opportunity to all caste groups. This has necessitated the provision 

of reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes. 

Untouchability is abolished. 

 

4. Which aspect of dictatorship is better than democracy? 

The aspect of dictatorship is better than democracy is that dictatorial regimes have had a 

slightly better record of economic growth and they are more efficient. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. How does democracy produce an accountable, responsive and legitimate    

    government? 

    Democracy produces an accountable, responsive and legitimate government in the   

    following ways: 

i. The basic premise of democracy is that sovereignty lies with the people. They    



    elect their representatives to rule on their behalf. Therefore, the   

   representatives should be accountable to the people. 

ii. A citizen has the right and the means to examine the process of decision     

    making. This is called transparency. 

iii. For a democracy, the interests and welfare of the people are supreme. Thus, it     

     is correct to expect democracy to produce a government that follows    

     procedures and is accountable to the citizens. 

iv. In a democracy, decision making is based on deliberations and negotiations    

     that follow certain norms and procedures. 

v. There are regular, free and fair elections; open public debate on major policies  

    and legislation. 

vi. A democratic government is essentially a legitimate government. It is backed  

     by people’s sanction to rule. 

 

2. “Democracy is the better form of government.” Support the statement with  

     three arguments. 

     We generally agree that democracy was better because of the following reasons : 

i. It promotes equality in society and enhances the dignity of citizens. 

ii. It improves the quality of decisionmaking. 

iii. It provides scope and mechanism for the resolution of social conflicts. 

 

3. Discuss the merits and demerits of democracy in light of your study of the chapter. 

Merits of democracy: The basic premise of democracy is that sovereignty lies with the 

people. They elect their representatives to rule on their behalf. Therefore, the representatives 

should be accountable to the people. The most basic outcome of democracy it establishes is that 

the government should be accountable to the citizens, and responsive to their needs and 

expectations. 

Demerits of democracy: The democratic government takes a longer time to arrive at a 

decision because it follows certain laid down procedures. Democratic governments are not good 

at sharing information with the public. Corruption has become a way of life in democracies. 

Those with money and influence are often able to browbeat the law. 

 

4. ‘Democracy stands much superior to any other form of government in  

     promoting dignity and freedom of the individual.’ Discuss. 

By nature, human beings like to be ruled as per their wish and desire. This is only 

possible in a democracy where people elect their representatives to rule on their behalf. All 

democracies provide political equality to citizens. That is, all adult people, whether rich or poor, 

educated or illiterate, men or women have the right to vote in periodic elections and elect their 

representatives. Democracies all over the world have been successful in dealing with social 

conflicts. Nondemocracies have not been successful on this count. Thus, democracy stands much 

superior to any other form of government in promoting the dignity and freedom of the individual. 

 

5. Explain the factors that sustain democracy in India. 

    There are several factors that sustain democracy in India: 

i. Indian democracy successfully balances the principles of centralisation and    

   federalism. 



ii. There is a horizontal distribution of power among the three organs of   

    government – legislature, executive and judiciary. 

iii. There is a vertical distribution of power among the centre, states and local  

    self-governments. 

iv. We have an independent and integrated judicial system which acts as the   

     guardian of the Constitution. 

v. The Directive Principles act as a guide and help in the formulation of policies  

    for the welfare and wellbeing of citizens. 

vi. Though decision-making takes time, this reduces the chance of rash or  

     irresponsible decisions. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 15: CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Which type of challenge is being faced by most of the democracies of the world? 

Answer: (c) Challenge of Deepening of Democracy 

2. Which type of challenge is being faced by at least one fourth of the countries of the world? 

Answer: (a) Foundational Challenge 

3. Legal literacy means 

Answer: (b) Legal Education 

4. Which among the following is associated with challenges facing Indian democracy? 

Answer: (d) All of these 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Name the three types of challenges faced by democracies all over the world. 

The three types of challenges faced by democracies all over the world are: Foundational 

Challenge, Challenge of Expansion, and Challenge of Deepening of Democracy. 

 

2. Which challenge of democracy involves bringing down the control and influence of the 

rich and powerful people in making governmental decision? 

Challenge of Deepening of Democracy. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is meant by the term ‘challenges to democracy’? 

 ‘Challenges to democracy’ is a set of challenges faced by democratic countries   

    depending on their socioeconomic condition, population size, international  

    cooperation, etc. 

 

2. What are the ‘political reforms’ or democratic reforms’? 

All the suggestions and proposals for overcoming the challenges to democracy      

    are collectively referred to as democratic reform or political reform. 

 

 

 



3. Mention four duties of an active and participatory citizen. 

    Four duties of an active and participatory citizen are: 

I. Awareness of his/her rights. 

II. Willing to perform a citizen’s duties. 

III. Active interest in the affairs of the country. 

IV. Maintains law and order. 

 

4. What is the challenge of expansion? 

The challenge of expansion includes expansion of democratic principles and institutions 

to all the regions, different social groups and all the government institutions, to the grassroots 

levels. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Explain which four guidelines should be kept in mind while devising ways and  

    means for political reforms in India. 

Four guidelines to be kept in mind while devising ways and means for political reforms 

in India are: 

Legal reforms: Undoubtedly a law passed after careful deliberations in different forums 

can be helpful in solving an unhealthy political practice and encourage sound ones. However, 

total dependence on the law is not a way to overcome challenges to democracy. To effect 

political reforms, politically conscious citizens, activists, parties and movements have to come to 

the forefront. 

Consideration of all pros and cons: Any hastily passed law to introduce political reform 

is likely to be counterproductive. Therefore, weighing all the pros and cons regarding its result is 

a very important task. 

Improving the quality of political participation: Democratic reforms have to be ushered 

mainly through political practice.  

Implementation of reforms: Mass media, democratic movements and citizens’ 

organizations are most likely to succeed if they come forward for political reforms. 

 

2. Describe the role of citizens in a democracy. 

    The role of citizens in a democracy are: 

I. The biggest role of an ordinary citizen is that he/she should be interested in the  

    affairs of the nation. 

II. The ordinary citizen should have consideration for other people. 

III. Citizens can work in their localities and discuss public affairs. 

IV. An ordinary citizen can help democracy by getting rid of fundamentalism  

     arising out of caste, creed and religion. 

V. Maintain law and order. 

VI. Be well informed and educated. 

 

3. Explain four ways to reform democracy in India. 

    Four ways to reform democracy in India are: 

I. The first step in reforming democracy in India is educating the people. Creating   

   a literate society, enlightened masses, tolerant people who have only one goal   

   – the unity, and development of the country. 



II. Education builds skills besides giving information and increasing knowledge.     

     One must have legal literacy also. Legal literacy helps in seeking legal  

     remedies against exploitation and injustice. 

III. Freedom of Press is another factor that helps in promoting democracy. It   

     helps in forming public opinion on issues of national importance. 

IV. For democracy to be successful and meaningful there should be economic  

     security. It means that there should not be a vast disparity in the ownership of wealth. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 16: DEVELOPMENT 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. Per capita income is: 

Answer: (a) income per person 

2. Development of a country is generally determined by 

Answer: (d) all of these 

3. In which of the following, life expectancy rate is highest? 

Answer: (c) china 

4. Which of the following is the total value of Gross Domestic Product? 

Answer: (b) All final goods and services produced in a particular year. 

5. Which state in India has lowest infant Mortality Rate? 

Answer: (c) Kerala 

6. The most important criterion while comparing the real development of a country is 

Answer: (a) Human Development Index (HDI) 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is meant by Per Capita Income? 

The national income of a country divided by its total population is called the per  

    capita income of that country. 

 

2. State the meaning of Gross Domestic Product. 

Gross Domestic Product is the money value of all final goods and services produced by 

all the enterprises in the domestic territory (geographical and political boundaries) of a country in 

a year. 

 

3. Mention any two importance of education. 

    Two importance of education are: 

(i) Education produces skilled and trained workers. 

(ii) It increases labour productivity. 

 

4. Define Infant Mortality Rate. 

The term Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) indicates the number of living children per            

     thousand, who die before completing one year of age. 

 

 



 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is meant by Death Rate? What was the death rate in India in 2013? 

The death rate is the number of people dying Per thousand of the population during a 

particular year. In 2013, the death rate in India was 7.4 per thousand. 

 

2. State two ways in which good health contributes to economic development. 

     Good health contributes to economic development in the following ways : 

(i) It increases the efficiency of workers. 

(ii) It reduces production loss caused by a worker’s illness. 

 

3. What ls National Income? Mention any one feature of National Income. 

National income is the money value of all final goods and services produced in a country 

plus income from abroad during a financial year. One feature of National Income is that National 

income can be measured both at current prices and at constant prices. 

 

4. Mention any two conditions necessary for sustainable development. 

    Two conditions necessary for sustainable development are: 

(i) Limiting the human population to the level within the carrying capacity of the   

    environment. 

(ii) Technological progress must be input-efficient particularly about  

     nonrenewable resources. 

 

5. What do you mean by Human Development Index? 

Human Development Index (HDI) makes the rating of all countries on a scale of 0 to 1. 

Countries with an HDI value below 0.5 are considered to have a low level of human 

development, those between 0.5 but below 0.8 a medium level, those above 0.8 but below 0.9 

high level and those above 0.9 very high human development. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What do you mean by per capita income of a country? How it can be used to  

    compare two countries? 

The national income of a country divided by its total population is called the per capita 

income of that country, It is also known as the average national income per head of population. It 

can be calculated by dividing national income by total population as shown below. For 

comparison between countries, national income is not a useful measure. Since countries have 

different population, comparing national income will not tell us what an average person is likely 

to earn. Therefore, the size of the national income of a country cannot be considered as a good 

measure of economic growth, especially when the growth of population is more than its growth 

of real national income. Here, per capita income would be a better indicator of economic growth. 

 

2. What is meant by sustainable development? Why is the issue of sustainability  

    important for development? 

Development should take place without damaging the environment and the development 

in the present should not compromise on the needs of future generations. Sustainable 



development, therefore, means development only when resources are managed in such a way 

that future generations do not suffer and have at least the same which present generations have. 

The issue of sustainable development is important to us because non-renewable resources get 

exhausted after years of use. These resources cannot be replenished. Crude oil and coal are 

examples of non-renewable resources. If people in the world continue to use crude oil in present 

manner, we would run out of stock in 43 years. Further, the present type of development has 

caused great damage to the environment. 

 

3. What does Human Development Index (HDI) indicate? By whom HDI is prepared? 

Human Development Index (HDI) makes rating of all countries on a scale of 0 (which 

represents the lowest human development) to 1 (which represents the highest human 

development). Countries with an HDI value below 0.5 are considered to have a low level of 

human development, those between 0.5 but below 0.8 a medium level, those above 0.8 but below 

0.9 high level and those above 0.9 very high human development. 

HDI is prepared by the United Nations. To measure human development, the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has been presenting/constructing Human 

Development Index (HDI) since 1990. 

 

4. What is sex ratio? Describe the reasons for steady decline in sex ratio in India. 

    Sex Ratio (SR) is defined as the number of females per thousand males. The reasons for the 

steady decline in sex ratio in India are: 

(i) Less care of female children as compared to male children. 

(ii) Women are subject to greater risks of life, especially at the time of delivery. 

(iii) Indians prefer a male child to that of a female child. This leads to female  

      foeticide and infanticide. 

(iv) Females do not get a good diet and medical care. Males, as they are  

      supposed to be bread-earners for the family, get preference in this regard. 

 

5. How is education important for development? 

    The role of education in human development and thereby in economic development becomes 

evident from the following : 

(i) Education produces skilled and trained workers. 

(ii) It increases labour productivity. It is estimated that primary education causes     

     an increase of 40%, secondary education 100% and higher education 300%  

     in labour productivity. 

(iii) It modifies/improves human behaviour. 

(iv) It promotes science and technology. 

(v) It develops personality and sense of national consciousness among the     

     people which are important for economic development. In fact, expenditure on   

     education by individuals is similar to the expenditure incurred by producers on  

     capital goods. 

 

***** 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 17: MONEY AND FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. The system of exchanging goods for other goods iscalled 

Answer: (c) Barter system 

2. Currency notes in India are issued by 

Answer: (c) RBI 

3. Which of the following is not an informal source of credit? 

Answer: (c) Chit funds 

4. A Self-Help Group usually has 

Answer: (c) 15-20 members 

5. Majority of the credit needs of the poor households are met from 

Answer: (b) Informal sources 

6. Which of the following is not a modern form of money? 

Answer: (c) silver coins 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What do you mean by the C-C economy? 

    The economic system based upon barter is known as Barter Economy or C – C Economy. 

 

2. What was the main difficulty of the barter system? 

    The main difficulties of barter system are: 

(i) Double coincidence of wants. 

(ii) Lacks a common unit of value. 

 

3. Define money. 

Money is as an intermediate in the exchange process. Money is anything that the   

    law accepts as a medium of exchange. 

 

4. Name the two categories of financial institutions. 

    Two categories of financial institutions are: 

i. Formal Financial Institutions. 

ii. Informal Financial Institutions 

 

5. Define credit. 

Credit refers to an agreement reached between the lender and the borrower of       

    money, goods or services in return for the promise of future payment. 

 

6. What is meant by legal tender money? 

Standard money is legal tender money. It is legal tender in the sense that no one  

    can refuse to accept it. 

 

  



III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why are demand deposits considered as money? 

Banks accept demand deposits and provide cheque facility to their depositors. Thus, the 

modern forms of money currency and demand deposits close are linked to the working of the 

modern banking system. Thus, demand deposits at banks are money. 

 

2. Mention the two functions that a financial institution must perform to become a     

    commercial bank. 

    There are two essential functions that a financial institution must perform to become a     

    commercial bank. These are: 

(a) Acceptance of demand deposits that have cheque facilities. 

(b) Lending. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. State the differences between informal and formal sources of credit. 

    The differences between informal and formal sources of credit are as follows: 

i. There is no organisation which supervises the credit activities of lenders in the  

    informal sector, whereas, in the formal sector, there are governing agencies   

    like Reserve bank of India. 

ii. Lenders in the informal sector can lend at whatever interest rate they decide.  

    On the other hand, the lenders in the formal sector have to abide by the   

    predetermined interest rates. 

iii. There is no one to stop lenders in the informal sector from using unfair means     

     to get their money back, which is not possible in the formal sector because of   

     the presence of government governing agencies. 

iv. Compared to the formal lenders, most of the informal lenders charge a very  

     high interest rate on loans which may vary from 24% to 60% per annum. 

v. The objective of the formal sources is social welfare, while the main objective  

    of informal sources is maximizing profit. 

vi. Banks and cooperatives are examples of formal sources. On the other hand,  

     moneylenders, traders etc. are examples of informal sources. 

 

2. State any three advantages of formal sector loans. 

    Three advantages of formal sector loans are: 

(i) Loans from banks and co-operatives are relatively much cheaper’ Interest rate  

    remains around 8 to 12% per annum. 

(ii) Mode of repayment of loan is very easy. 

(iii) Formal credit saves the borrower from falling into debt-trap. 

 

3. What is double coincidence of wants? Why it is not required in an economy  

    where the money is in use? 

Barter system requires double coincidence of wants. A seller has to find someone who 

wants to buy what he has, but the buyer must also have what the seller wants. 

Money eliminates the need for double coincidence of wants. It is no longer necessary for 

the person who possesses produces rice to look for a sugar producer who will buy his rice and at 

the same time sell him sugar. All he has to do is to find a buyer of his rice in the market. Once he 



sells his rice for money, then he can purchase sugar or any other commodity from the market. 

Since money acts as an intermediate in the exchange process, it is called a medium of exchange. 

 

4. Describe the evolution of money as a medium of exchange. 

Currency notes and coins are the modern forms of money. But we find that money had 

appeared in different forms before taking the final form as we see it today. The historical origin 

of money can be traced back to the barter system that existed in olden days. In the initial stages, 

money took the form of commodity money. Due to several disadvantages of commodity money, 

precious metals like gold, silver, copper etc. began to be used as money. But on account of its 

bulkiness and safety, they were discontinued and led to the introduction of paper money. 

Nowadays, issue of paper money is the sole monopoly of the central bank of a country. 

 

5. List any four non-institutional (informal) sources of finance in India. Why do    

    poor households in India still depend on informal sources of credit? 

Four non-institutional (informal) sources of finance in India are chit funds, private     

finance companies, moneylenders, traders. 

The poor households are still dependent on informal sources of credit. It is because banks 

are not found everywhere in rural areas and bank loans require proper documentation and 

collateral. Lack of collateral is perhaps the major reason which prevents the poor households 

from availing bank loans. Further, local moneylenders remain willing/ready to offer loans 

without security. The borrower can approach the moneylender even in the state of non-payment 

of earlier loan. 

 

4. Describe the functioning of SHGs in India. 

A Self Help Group (SHG) has 15-20 members belonging to one neighbourhood and they 

are formed with the objective of helping poor borrowers overcome the problem of lack of 

security. The members of the group meet and save regularly. They save from Rs 25 to 100 or 

more per member. Members can avail small loans from the group to meet their needs. The group 

charges a reasonable rate of interest. If the SHG is regular in its savings, it becomes eligible for 

bank loans. The SHG decides regarding loans – the purpose and amount, interest rate, mode of 

repayment etc. It is the group which is responsible for the repayment of the loan. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 18: ROLE OF SERVICE SECTOR IN INDIAN ECONOMY 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. The sector that converts raw materials into goods is the 

Answer: (b) secondary sector 

2. The primary sector is related to 

Answer: (d) All of these 

3. In which sector activities are not guided by the profit motive? 

Answer: (a) Public sector 

4. Services of teachers, doctors, lawyers etc. are included in the 

Answer: (c) Tertiary sector 

5. The manufacturing sector is associated with the 



Answer: (b) secondary sector 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Give one reason for the rapid growth of the service sector in India. 

One of the reasons for the rapid growth of the public sector in India is that the service 

sector provides the basic services for the development and provision of which government takes 

the responsibility 

 

2. Mention one reason for the need of public sector in India. 

The public sector is needed to develop the infrastructure of the country which is      

    considered as the backbone of an economy. 

 

3. What are secondary activities? 

It covers activities relating to manufacturing and construction. It converts one          

    type of product into another. 

 

4. Name the sector where goods and products are produced by exploiting natural 

resources. 

The sector where goods and products are produced by exploiting natural   

   resources is the primary sector. 

 

5. Why is the tertiary sector also called the service sector? 

Since tertiary activities generate services rather than goods, the tertiary sector is  

    also called the service sector. 

 

6. Give the full form of MGNREGA. 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Give the classification of sectors on the basis of economic activities. 

    The classifications of sectors on the basis of economic activities are: 

(I) Primary Sector: In the Primary sector, activities relating to land like, agriculture  

     and allied activities are included. 

(II) Secondary Sector: It covers activities relating to manufacturing and  

      construction. It converts one type of product into another. 

(III) Tertiary Sector: Tertiary activities themselves do not produce goods but they  

       are a support for the production process. 

 

2. What is meant by disguised unemployment? Give an example. 

When a part of the labour force is either left without work or is working in a manner 

where worker productivity is zero, it is termed as disguised unemployment or underemployment. 

 

3. Mention any one measure to remove unemployment in India. 

In semi-rural areas, more industries and services can be promoted where a large  

    number of people may be employed. 

 



4. What is the public sector? Give examples of public sector units. 

In the public sector, the government owns most of the assets. Industries owned by the 

government or its agencies are called Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs). E.g., Indian Railways 

 

5. State any two initiative undertaken by the government in healthcare. 

    Two initiative undertaken by the government in healthcare are: 

(a) Large scale vaccination programmes like that of Polio. 

(b) Setting up new government hospitals and medical colleges. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Distinguish between organised and unorganized sectors of the Indian economy. 

Organised sector covers those enterprises or places of work where the terms of 

employment are regular and therefore, people have assured work. In this sector, self-employed 

people also have to register themselves with the government. An unorganised sector, on the other 

hand, includes those activities of people where no rules and regulations are followed. Example: 

landless agricultural labourrs, small and marginal farmers etc. 

 

2. What do you know about the primary sector? Explain briefly. 

In the Primary sector, activities relating to land like, agriculture and allied activities such 

as forestry dairying, fishing, poultry farming, mining, stone quarrying etc. are included. In this 

sector, goods/products are produced by exploiting natural resources. For example, in the 

cultivation of wheat, we largely depend on natural factors like rainfall, sunshine and climate. 

Since most of the natural products are related to agriculture, dairying, fishing, forestry this sector 

is also called ‘agriculture and related sector’. 

 

3. The tertiary sector is becoming the most important sector in India. Give  

     reasons in support of the statement. 

    The tertiary sector has now become the most important sector in fast-developing   

     India because of the following reasons: 

(l) The service sector provides the basic services for the development and    

     provision of which government takes responsibility. 

(II) The development of agriculture and industry requires the development of  

      services such as transport, storage, trade, means of communication etc. 

(III) As income levels rise, certain sections of people start demanding more  

       services like hotels, tourism, shopping, private schools, private hospitals etc. 

(IV) Over the past decade, services based on information and technology are  

       being increasingly demanded. 

(V) The service sector employs many different kinds of people like small  

      shopkeepers, repairpersons, transport persons etc. 

(VI) Globalisation has also created new opportunities for companies providing  

       services, particularly those involving IT. 

 

4. Explain how public sector contributes to the economic development of a country. 

In the public sector, the government owns most of the assets. Industries owned by the 

government or its agencies are called Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs). Indian Railways, Post 

Office, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL), Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) are some of the 



examples of PSUs. The purpose of the public sector is not to earn profits. There are a number of 

activities which are required by society as a whole but the private sector does not like to take 

initiative because of the low rate of return. And some of these activities need a large sum of 

money which is beyond the capacity of the private sector. Even if they provide these things they 

would charge a high price for their use. Construction of roads, bridges, railways, harbours, 

generating electricity, providing irrigation through dams etc. are examples of such activities. 

Thus, governments have to undertake such heavy spending and ensure that these facilities are 

available for everyone in the society which is vital for the economic growth of a country as 

infrastructure is the backbone of any economy. 

 

5. Explain the relative importance of the primary, secondary and tertiary sectors  

    in providing employment. 

Although, the contribution of the primary sector in GDP has declined significantly, the 

proportion of the workforce that works in this sector has not fallen much. It has marginally 

declined from 72%o in 1972-73 to about 49% in 2013-14. It continued to be the largest employer 

even in the year 2000. On the other hand, the service sector which accounts for more than 50oh 

of GDP employs only about 26%o of the workforce. The contribution of the secondary sector 

both in terms of production and employment did not change much because enough jobs were not 

created in the secondary and tertiary sectors. 

 

***** 

 

CHAPTER 19: CONSUMER AWARENESS 

 

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1. The agencies which look into the complaints of the consumers are popularly called: 

Answer: (a) consumer courts 

2. The organisation which helps guide the consumers on how to file cases in the  

    consumer courts is popularly called: 

Answer: (c) consumer forums 

3. The Act which was enacted to protect the consumers: 

Answer: (c) consumer protection Act 

4. When was the Consumer Welfare Fund created in India? 

Answer: (d) 1992 

5. World Consumer Rights Day is observed on 

Answer: (a) March 15 

 

II. VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Who is a consumer? 

The one who consumes goods and services is called a consumer. 

 

2. What is meant by adulteration? 

Mixing other matter of inferior or harmful quality with food or drink intended to be   

    sold is called adulteration. 

 

 



3. Write the full form of COPRA. 

Consumer Protection Act. 

 

4. What is ‘Consumers International’? 

“Consumers International” is an international body of consumer movement  

    created under the banner of the United Nations. 

 

5. What is MRP? 

Maximum retail price is the highest price that can be charged for a product sold. 

 

III. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. State the meaning of ‘Right to be informed’. 

Right to be informed mean that consumers have the right to be informed about  

    the particulars of goods and services that they purchase. 

 

2. Name the three consumer protection measures. 

    The three consumer protection measures are: 

(i) Legislative measures. 

(ii) Administrative measures. 

(iii) Technical measures. 

 

3. Give the classification of consumers on the basis of the nature of consumption. 

On the basis of the nature of consumption, consumers are classified as, direct    

    consumers, consumers by exchanging products and modern consumers. 

 

4. What is meant by ‘under weighing’? 

Under weighing means that the goods being sold in the market are sometimes not 

measured or weighed correctly. Shopkeepers weigh or measure less than what they should. 

 

5. How ignorance of consumer results in consumer exploitation? 

Consumers generally are ignorant about different aspects of the products namely price, 

quality, composition, conditions of use, terms of purchase etc. Hence, they are liable to make 

wrong choice. 

 

IV. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is the Consumer Forum? Describe any three features of Consumer Forum. 

    The consumer movement in India has led to the formation of various organisations locally 

known as Consumer Forums or Consumer Protection Councils. Three features of Consumer 

Forum are: 

I. They guide consumers on how to file cases in the consumer court. 

II. On many occasions, they also represent individual consumers in consumer courts. 

III. These voluntary organisations also receive financial support from the  

     government for creating awareness among the people. 

 

  



2. Write a brief note on ‘Consumer Movement’. 

The consumer movement in India has led to the formation of various organisations 

locally known as Consumer Forums or Consumer Protection Councils. The consumer movement 

in India has made some progress in terms of numbers of organised groups. At present, there are 

more than 700 consumer groups in the country, but only about 20-25 are well organized and 

recognised for their activities. Consumer Welfare Fund was created in 1992 with the objective of 

providing financial assistance to promote and protect the welfare of the consumer, create 

consumer awareness and strengthen consumer movement in India, especially in rural areas. 

 

3. What administrative measures are adopted by the Government for consumer 

protection? 

Apart from ensuring food security to the poor, the need for PDS was felt to control the 

market forces of demand and supply and to prevent hoarding and black marketing. Under this 

system, the government procures food grains and other essential items at predetermined prices. 

The prices of agricultural commodities are determined by the Agricultural Costs and Prices 

Commission. Then these stored items are distributed among the poor consumers at a reasonable 

price. The PDS is maintained through the introduction of the rationing system. There is, at 

present, a network of about 4.7 lakh fair price shops in our country. 

 

4. What is the rationale behind the enactment of Consumer Protection Act, 1986 

(COPRA)? 

Answer: The government enacted a law called the 

Consumer Protection Act in 1986 (popularly known as 

COPRA). The Act provides for the establishment of 

Consumer Disputes Redressal Agencies at district, state 

and national levels. At the district level, it is called 

District Consumer Forum, at the state level, it is called State Consumer Commission, while at the 

national level, National Consumer Commission. These courts are popularly known as Consumer 

Courts which look into the grievances and complaints of the consumers. Thus, the Act has 

enabled us as consumers to have the right to represent in the consumer courts. 

 

5. Explain the duties of consumers while purchasing the goods. 

    The duties of consumers while purchasing the goods are: 

(i) Consumers should look at the quality of the products as well as the guarantee  

     of the goods and services. They should preferably purchase quality marked  

     products such as ISI, Agmark or Hallmark. 

(ii) Consumers should insist for a cash memo for the items purchased, wherever  

     possible. 

(iii) Consumers should form consumer organisations. 

(iv) Consumers must make a complaint about their genuine grievances even if  

      the product is small. 

(v) Consumers must know about their rights properly and also must exercise them. 

 

6. What are the various factors causing consumer exploitation? 

    The following are the major factors that cause the exploitation of the consumers: 

(i) Consumers generally are ignorant about different aspects of the products  



     namely price, quality, composition, conditions of use, terms of purchase etc.   

     Hence, they are liable to make the wrong choice. 

(ii) Consumers are exploited when goods and services are not available in the  

     market in the required quantity or numbers. This gives rise to black marketing. 

(iii) Markets do not work in a fair manner when producers are few and powerful.   

      In such cases, the sellers have an upper hand in fixing the price. 

 

7. Explain the various rights of consumers. 

The various rights of consumers are: 

(i) Right to Safety: The consumers have the right to be protected against the  

     marketing of goods and services which are harmful to life and property. For  

     example, pressure cookers have a safety valve which, if defective, can cause  

     a serious accident. 

(ii) Right to be Informed: Consumers have the right to be informed about the  

     particulars of goods and services that they purchase. 

(iii) Right to Choose: Consumers have the right to choose a commodity or service  

      at competitive Price. 

(iv) Right to be Heard: The consumers should be heard at appropriate forums  

      regarding their complaints. They have the right to seek redressal against their  

      exploitation. 

(v) Right to Consumer Education: This includes knowledge/information about  

     goods and issues relating to consumer welfare. 

 

8. How does the Government protect the interests of the consumers? 

    In order to protect the interest of the consumers, the government undertake the   

    following three measures: 

(i) Legislative measures: The government enacted a law called the Consumer  

     Protection Act in 1986 (popularly known as COPRA). The Act provides for the  

     establishment of Consumer Disputes Redressal Agencies at district, state and  

     national levels. 

(ii) Administrative measures: Apart from ensuring food security to the poor, the  

     need for PDS was felt to control the market forces of demand and supply and  

     to prevent hoarding and black marketing. Under this system, the government  

     procures food grains and other essential items at predetermined prices. 

(iii) Technical measures: Another important measure undertaken by the  

      government for consumer protection is the setting up of institutions for fixing  

      up the standards for products. Indian Standards Institution (ISI) has the  

      responsibilities of laying down the standards for industrial and consumer  

      products. 

 

9. How does the exploitation of consumers take place in the market? Explain with  

     the help of any five facts. 

  Exploitation takes various forms. Some common forms of exploitation are given below: 

(i) Under weighing and Under- Measurements: The goods being sold in the  

    market are sometimes not measured or weighed correctly. Shopkeepers weigh  

    or measure less than what they should. 



(ii) Sub-Standard Quality: The goods sold are sometimes of sub-standard  

      quality. For example, selling of medicines beyond their expiry dates, the     

      supply of defective home appliances etc. 

(iii) High Prices: Traders charge high prices by adding charges that were not  

      mentioned before. 

(iv) Duplicate Articles: It has also been found that traders, in the name of genuine  

      parts or goods, sell duplicate items. 

(v) Adulteration: Traders are found to be involved in adulteration. In order to earn  

     higher profits, adulteration is made in costly items like edible oils, spices etc. 

 

***** 


