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Chapter 5 

Our Comedy 

1. Answer the given questions: 

1.  What are the qualities about Nagaland that the poet admires? 

Ans: - the qualities about Nagaland that the poet admires are Green hills- a crest majestic 

Days     numbered legacy Soul refreshing air, City returned, breathe gratefully. 

2. What does the poet lament in the poem? 

Ans: - The poet laments in the poem because we spend more than we can afford for show, we 

desire only office job and not willing to take up other occupation. 

 

3. What kind of job do the people seek according to the poet? 

Ans: - According to the poet people seek only the office job and not willing to do any other 

occupation. 

 

4. Describe the nature of Naga as you find in the poem? 

Ans: - The nature of Nagas as I find in the poem is they care only for their appearance and 

not their behaviour. They spend more than can afford for show. 

 

5. What is the message of the poem? 

Ans: - The message of the poem is we should be willing to take up any other occupation not 

only office job and we can be proud of ourselves only when we live humbly. 

 

2. Which lines in the poem bring out the following meanings? 

 

Ans: -1. Our natural resources like the forest is not going to going to last long  

           In the poem second paragraph of the first line, “Ripe fields of paddy, not enough to 

feed the           family,” bring out the above meanings. 

2. Ans: - Tiny hamlet’s pride celebration of mega jubilee means we spend more than we can 

afford     to show. 

 

3. Ans: -“Unemployment the common wail  

                  But please, White collar only.” 

       The above mentioned lines say we desire only the office job and not willing to do any 

other occupation.            

 

4. Ans: - “Streets of high fashion, priority over civic sense possibly” means we care only for 

our appearance and not our behaviour.  

 

5. Ans: - “Earning true pride begins with humility, surely.” 

      The above mentioned line says we can be proud of ourselves only when we live humbly. 



    

                                                             Chapter 6 

                                                            Amur Falcon         

EXERCISES 

A.  Answer the given questions: 

1. Ans: - Pangti, a Lotha village is famously known “the land of plenty” owing to her 

abundant mineral resources and wide range of flora and fauna.  

 

2. Ans: - Pangti village is situated close to Doyang reservoir, under Wokha District.   

 

3. Ans: - Amur falcon, going by the scientific name of Falcón Amurensis, is a small raptor of 

falcon family. They can migrate in large flocks across India and over the Arabian Sea, to 

spend winters in  

the Southern Africa. 

              The unusual thing about this bird is that it can migrate long distance across the sea 

and it can continue its flight even at night. 

 

 

4. Ans: - The Amur Falcons come to Pangti village where they roost to regain their stamina, 

before they continue their long journey across the Arabian Sea to their final destination in 

Africa. 

 

5. Ans: - Many Amur Falcons met with a sad end at Pangti village because the villagers of 

Pangti being unaware of conservation and protection of wildlife resorted to hunting these 

birds as a means to supplement their income. These birds are easy prey to hunters as they are 

docile and roost in low branches of trees. 

 

6. Ans: - The villagers were sensitized and awareness was created to protect and conserve 

these birds. An extensive campaign to protect the Amur falcons was launched at Wokha 

District. It included- Nature Education, creation of Amur Falcon Eco Club, Scientific study of 

the bird was initiated and Village Councils were convinced to call for a ban of hunting the 

Falcons. 

 

7. Ans: - The story of Pangti proves that when proper awareness and information is given 

out, people’s attitude can change for the better. 

 

B. Write whether the given statements are true or false: 

 1. False 

2. True 

3. False 

4. False 

5. True  

6. True 

7. True 

8. False 

 

 

 

 

 



C. What lines from the text tell us that.... 

1. The Amur Falcon is a small but very strong.  

Ans: - This bird, though small in size undertakes one of the longest routes among all the 

birds, doing up to 22000 Kms in a year. 

 

2.  A lot of Amur Falcons were killed by hunters. 

Ans: - The villagers of Pangti being unaware of conservation and protection of wildlife, 

resorted to hunting these birds as a means to supplement their income 

 

3. The village of Pangti carefully observe that no one hunts the Amur Falcons. 

Ans: - The villagers were sensitized and awareness was created to protect and conserve these 

birds. 

 

4. The Amur Falcon like to spend winter in a warm place. 

Ans: - Every year, around the month of October, Amur Falcons makes a passage through 

Pangti village, where they roost to regain their stamina, before they continue their 

long journey across the Arabian Sea to their final destination in Africa. 

 

5. Amur Falcons fly over the sea. 

Ans: - The unusual about this bird is that it can migrate long distance across the sea and can 

continue its flight even at night. 

 

6. Amur Falcon can easily or captured or killed. 

Ans: - These birds are easy prey to hunters as they are docile and roost in low branches of 

trees. A good number of these birds met with a sad end at Pangti village every year. 

 

7. Villagers of Pangti were educated and informed about the importance of protecting the 

Amur Falcons. 

Ans: - The villagers were sensitized and awareness was created to protect and conserve these 

birds. An extensive campaign to protect the Amur falcons was launched at Wokha District. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 Chapter 7 

                                The Head Man’s Appointment  

 
EXERCISES 

A. Answer the given questions: 

1. Why was it difficult for the village Headman to select a successor? 

Ans: - It was difficult for the Village Headman to select a successor because all his three 

senior most advisors were from the big clans who wielded a lot of influence among the 

people. 

 

 

2. What was the strange request of the village Headman? 

Ans: - The strange request of the village Headman was each of them was to keep his dao 

(machete) with him for a period of one week each and then return it to him. 

 



3. Why were neighbours gathering in the kitchen of the first man? 

Ans: - The dao slipped out of his grip and fell on the foot of his elder son, cutting his toe. 

Soon there was a commotion in his kitchen. His son cried, his wife scolded him and his 

neighbours were gathering at the place enquiring about the ruckus going on. 

 

4. Why did the dao’s edges get completely blunt while it was with the second man? 

Ans: - Within a week’s time, he had used the dao for hacking all the hard wood in his 

possession, that he had completely blunted the edges. 

 

5. How the third man care for the dao? 

Ans: - He made sure the dao was kept in sharp and gleaming condition all the time by 

cleaning and buffing it. 

 

6. Why was the third man selected to be the next village Headman? 

Ans: - The headman was pleased with the way the third man had used the dao and the fine 

condition in which it was returned to him. 

 

B. Describe the three men by selecting the right words from the box to describe them. 

 

 

C. Find the lines or words from the lesson which means the following: 

 

1. The three senior- most advisors had a lot of blood relatives. 

Ans: - The three seniors- most advisors were from the big clans who wielded a lot of 

influence among the people 

 

2. There was a lot of noise and disturbance in the first man’s kitchen. 

Ans: - The dao slipped out of his grip and fell on the foot of his older son, cutting his toe. 

Soon there was a commotion in his kitchen. His son cried, his wife scolded him and his 

neighbours were gathering at his place enquiring about the ruckus going on. 

 

3. The second man made the dao unable to cut anymore. 

Ans: - Within a week’s time, he had used the dao for hacking all the hard wood in his 

possession, that he had completely blunted the edge. 

  

4. The third man cared for the condition of the dao. 

Ans: - He made sure the dao was kept in good condition all the time by cleaning and buffing 

it. 

 

5. The headman said that the first and the second men were not fit to be leaders. 

Ans: - He narrated that the other two were unworthy to lead the people. One was foolish and 

could not be trusted to look after his own family, let alone the entire village. The other was 

selfish. He wanted to use every opportunity to benefit himself at the expense of others.   

 

 

 

First man Second man  Third man 

Foolish, show off, careless Greedy, selfish, cunning, 

irresponsible 

Selfless, kind, thoughtful, 

responsible 



 

                                                       CHAPTER 8 

                                        THE HONEST WAY OF LIFE        

 

EXERCISES 

 

A. Answer the given questions             

1.  What was the quality for which our Naga ancestors were known for in the past? 

Ans: -    One quality that stood out among the Nagas of old, was their honesty. 

 

2. Give an example from the lesson to prove that the old Naga was an upright, honourable 

man? 

Ans: -The old Naga was upright, noble and honourable. A word once given was as good as a 

written agreement we put in paper today. To go back on one’s word was to lose face before 

others and considered a deep felt personal shame. 

 

3. Why didn’t the Nagas lock their door when they went out of their homes? 

Ans: - The Nagas didn’t lock their door when they went out of their homes because the 

honesty in them led them to completely trust one another. 

 

4. What did the villagers on the northern side do after they took the deer back to their village? 

Ans: - The villagers took the deer and kept it in their village for the owner of the dog to come 

forward and claim the game. 

 

5. Why did the villagers on the northern side go up to the southern side? 

Ans: - The villagers came to know that the dog had belonged to a man from the southern 

villages. Upon hearing that, the villagers took the dog’s share of the meat and went all the 

way up south, to deliver the dog’s share of the meat it had hunted. 

 

6. Describe the character of the old Naga in your own words. 

Ans: - The old Naga was upright, honest, noble and honourable.  

They had complete trust one another. 

 

B. Fill in the blanks: 

 

1. The old Nag’s trait of honesty was noted even by the Britishers. 

2. The old Naga, a word once given was as good as a written agreement 

3. Nagas never practiced locking their doors and their grain house 

4. Stealing was rare among the Nagas of earlier times. 

5. Our Naga forefathers went to great lengths to be true to their principles. 

6. Hunting dogs were given a portion of the animal meat they helped to hunt. 

7. To go back on one’s word was considered a deep felt personal shame. 

 


